
 
Agenda 

Housing, Urban Development & Zoning Committee 
Regular Meeting 

St. Louis Board of Aldermen 
Wednesday, November 19, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

Kennedy Room 
President Megan Green 
Alderwoman Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Chair 
Alderwoman Alisha Sonnier, Vice Chair 
Committee Members: 
Alderman Shane Cohn 
Alderwoman Anne Schweitzer 
Alderwoman Laura Keys 
Alderman Michael Browning 
Alderman Rasheen Aldridge 
 
Order of Business  
I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Minutes 
None 

IV. Board Bills for Review 
None 

V. Resolutions for Review 
None 

VI. Committee Discussions 
(The committee will discuss the following and take public comment on the following). 

 Item Number 1 
Right to Counsel Discussion   
The committee will get updates from the St. Louis City Department of Human Services 
(DHS), the Legal Services of Eastern Missouri (LSEM) and community organizations 
about the program and progress created through the City ordinance called (Board Bill 
Number 59) “Right to Counsel." 

VII. Acknowledgment of Any Written Testimony 

VIII. Announcements 

Page 1 of 33



IX. Excused Members 

X. Adjournment 
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Housing Eviction Law Program
St. Louis City (HELP-STL City)

HUDZ Committee Meeting Presentation
November 19, 2025

Daniel Buran, Program Director/Attorney
Shawn Caruso, Senior Staff Attorney
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Missouri Eviction Law 101

• Rent & Possession (Chapter 535)

• Can ask for possession of property and any unpaid rent, attorney’s fees, 
and other damages/charges

• Paying off the unpaid rent will stop the case
• 66.52% of our clients have been sued for rent & possession

• Unlawful Detainer (Chapter 534)

• Can ask for possession of property and double the fair market value of 
rent for the property

• 8.15% of our clients have been sued for unlawful detainer
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HELP-STL Overview 
• Right to Counsel Bill (BB 59) 

• Passed in 2023
• After bid and contract process, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri began 

services in August 2024
• Pilot program called HELP-STL because limited funding does not currently 

allow for a true right to counsel as prescribed by the ordinance

• Contract Requirements

• Work on 520 cases over a two-year period
• On pace to exceed this requirement

• 500 people per year with legal info and referrals
• Year 1 = 1,025 people 
• Primarily through LSEM court table/help desk on 8th floor of Civil Courts 

Building

• Staffing – 2.93 FTE staff

• 2.5 FTE attorneys
• .43 FTE paralegal/housing advocate
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HELP-STL served 1,556 households – impacting at least 1,962 people – through direct legal 
assistance and legal information/referrals in its first 14 months of operation. 

Direct Legal Assistance

• 367 unduplicated client households (233 
concluded; 134 households in progress)

• 462 adults and 311 children impacted
• 385 legal cases handled (233 concluded; 

152 cases in progress)

 

Legal Information and Referrals

• Primarily through weekly outreach at 
court table/help desk at St. Louis City 
Circuit Court

• 1,189 people/households received legal 
info and referrals through weekly 
outreach

HELP-STL Overview
August 1, 2024 to September 30, 2025
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• HELP-STL has provided direct legal 
assistance to households in 10 of the 
City’s 14 wards.

• More than half (56%) of HELP-STL clients 
reside in Wards 1, 8, and 14. 

• Over three-quarters (77%) of HELP-STL 
clients that concluded services reside in 
the City’s “top 10” zip codes for eviction 
filings

*Demographic data, including location information, is  reported to the St. Louis 
City Department of Human Services on closed cases only.

Location of 233 Households Concluding 
Legal Assistance*

5

All Cases Closed 
8/1/24 to 9/30/25 
by Ward

"Top 10"         
Zip Code

Number of 
Cases Closed

63116 27
63118 27
63106 25
63111 20
63112 15
63104 18
63108 15
63103 12
63101 11
63115 11
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Demographics Highlights - Characteristics of the 233 
Clients/Households Concluding Legal Assistance

• 83% of clients identify as 
African American

• 74% identify as female

• 41% have children under the 
age of 18 in the household

• 72% of households have 
incomes under 30% of the 
Area Median Income

• 61% of households receive 
some type of public assistance
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Impact of Work
• Knowledge is power. All clients receive legal information and advice that allows them to make 

informed decisions related to their housing crisis and empowers them to assert their rights in 
their current case and in the future.

• 100% of clients who received a level of service higher than counsel and advice had one or more 
favorable outcomes as a result of services, including –

• Cases dismissed 
• Default judgments avoided
• Monetary judgments, attorney’s fees, late fees, court costs, and/or bank rent avoided*
• Security deposits returned*
• Financial assistance for rent/utilities obtained from 3rd party organizations*
• Additional time to relocate obtained
• Sheriff’s evictions avoided
• Existing housing retained
• Successful relocation to new housing
• Security level of evictions raised in CaseNet removing cases from public view
• Payment plans negotiated
• Section 8 and other housing subsidies preserved keeping rents affordable
• Illegal lockouts prevented

• 52% of clients who received a level of service higher than counsel and advice remained in 
existing housing or successfully transitioned to new housing during representation as result of 
legal assistance provided. 

*HELP-STL had a direct financial 
impact of $386,720.68 for clients in 
the first 14 months of services.
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314-534-4200
800-444-0514
www.lsem.org
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